Preface

When Elizabeth Kolbert was interviewing encregy analyst Amory
Lovins for a profile picce in the New Yorker, she asked him
about thinking outside the box. Lovins responded. “There is no
box.” There is no box. That is the spirit embodied in Plan B.
Perhaps the most revealing difference berween Plan B 2.0 and
Plan B 3.0 is the change of the subritle from “Rescuing a Planet
- Under Stress and a Civilization in Trouble™ to stimply “Maobiliz-
ing to Save Civilization.” The new subtitle better reflects both
the scale of the challenge we face and the wartime «
response it calls for.
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pening. Corn prices have nearly doubled. Wheat prices have
more than doubled.

Two vears ago, We reported that in five of the last six years
world grain production had fallen short of consumption. Now.
it has done so in seven of the past cight vears, and world grain
ctocks are dropping toward all-time lows.

As the backlog of unresolved problems grows. including con-
tinuing rapid population growth, spreading water shortages.
shrinking forests. croding soils, and grasslands turning to desert,
weaker governments arce breaking down under the mounting
stress. 1f we cannot reverse the trends that are driving states to
failure. we will not be able to stop the growth in their numbers.

Some of the newly emerging rrends—such as the coming
decline in world oil production, the new stresses from global
warming, and rising food prices—could push even some of the
stronger states to the breaking point.

On the cconomic front, China has now overtaken the United
States in consumption of most basic resources. By 2030, when its

income per person 1s projected to match that in the United States

today, China will be consuming twice as much paper as the
world currently produces. 1f in 2030 the country’s 1.46 billion
people have three cars for every four people, U.S. style, Chma
will have 1.1 billion cars. And it will be consuming 98 million
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The western cconomic model—the fossil-fucl-based. auto-
v——i§ not going to work for

mobile-centered. throwaway cconom
China. 1f it doesn’t work for China. it won't work for India or
the other 3 billion people in developing countries who are also
dreaming the American dream. And in an increasingly integrat-
d world economy, where we all depend on the same grain, oil,
and steel, it will not work for industrial countries eirher.

The challenge for our generation i< to build a new economd
one that is powered largely by rencwable sources of energy, that
has a highly diversificd transport system, and that reuses anc
recveles everyrhing. And ro do it with unprecedented speed.

Continuing with business as usual (Plan A), which is destroving

the cconomy’s €co-supports and sctting the stage for dangerous

climate change, is no longer a viable option. It is ime for Plan B
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When we published the original Plan B four vears ago, we
noticed that some 600 individuals ordered a cop}‘f‘ of the book
and then came back and ordered 5, 10, 20 or 50 copies for dis-
tribution to friends, colleagues, and political and opinion lead-
ers. With Plan B 2.0. this number jumped to more than 1,500
‘ndividuals and organizations that were bulk buyving and dis-
tributing the book.

We call these distributors our Plan B Team. Ted Turner, who
distributed some 3,600 copies to heads of state, cabinet mem-
hers, Fortune 500 CEOs, the U.S. Congress, and the world’s 672
other billionaires, was designated Plan B team captain.

This book can be downloaded without charge from our Web
site. Permission for reprinting or excerpting portions of the

e . . -
manuscript can be obrained from Reah Janise Kauffman at

Earth Policv Institute.

And finally, there 15 not anvthing sacred about Plan B. It is
our hest cffort to lay out an alternanive to business as usual, one
that we hope will help save our civilization. If anvone can come
up with a better plan. we will welcome it. The world needs the
Bbest plan possible.
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